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THE SUBURBAN CITIZEN.

"WASHINGTON,

wlaimed two victims,
Jacksonville, TI.

The deadly raock marriage has again

pot marry Americans,

England.

A wealthy Englishman
Jegacy of a quarter of a million dellars
to each of his two daughters,
Wdened with the condition that they do
He ought to be
mshamed of himself after all the heir-
esses the United States has furnished

goles and iron tires.
draffic, it is said,

to powder.

Jife in general.

80 much litter and dust are Jeft be-
%hind on London Bridge by tha tramp
over it of 200,000 pedestrians and the
rattle over it of 20,000 vehicles daily,
ghat three or four carts are required to
gcarry off the fine debris from leather

By the incessant
twenty-five cubie |
yards of granite are each year reduced
This affords a striking
ustration of the wear and tear,
attrition and grind, incident to human

shower of 1200 pleces.

greater number of
fragments, Some hit¥

: astonishingly limited.

/ It Is s.id that a bomb welghing
fbout seventy pounds explodes into a
A good many
arguments have been shot off in the
course of the inteilectual battles of the
ages which have soon burst into even a
uadistingulshable
have undoubt-
edly been made by these flying splin-
ters of thought, and yet proportionate-
iy to the total discharge of theories,
the execution accomplished has been

Science corroborates

fare more
Most women
more becoming.

wear them,
name will do that
fashionable, and then

£l prevent her from doing it,

in declaring that the short skirts are
more healthful than the long.
rience has taught all women that they
comfortable
realize that
Yet the
: Connecticut authorities are foolish to
wvaste time trying to induce women to
No woman worthy of the
unless they

The Spanish chart of the Cuban coast
has been found to be utterly unrella-
ble, and a complete geodetical survey
of the waters surrounding the island
will soon be undertaken by the United
Department.

i States Navy

its true location,
equally surprising

tion of the Cuban coast without a coin-
i petent pilot exceedingly precarious,
years to complete

18 will take about three y
_ the proposed resurvey.

ehart now in use the Isle of Plnes Is
represented as being seven miles from
and other errors
make

or -

i The ditierent countries of Europe
‘ hold different ideas as to the age when
respongibility begins and a person can
the regarded as knowing the meaning
‘of his actions. In England the
looks upon everyone over the age of

seven as a
every

age is aceepted in Russia and l'ul‘tn"‘]l
In France and Belgium
wight; in Italy and Spain it is nine;
q\ Austria,

vorway, Greece,

and Holland decline

child under ten, and this is the rule in
some of the Swiss cantons,.

responsible
child beyond that
prosecuted as a criminal,

CHINA'S OPIUM FARMER,

HAS SOLE CONTROL OF ALL THE
DOPE AT HONC KONGC.

An Anomalous Posltion That Tasts But
One Year and Makes Its Holder Rich
~The Big Dinner With Which He Re-
tires From OfMee.

In the colony of Ilong Kong there is
a Chinaman who, while his brief
reign lasts, Is spoken of by the quarter
of a milllon of his fellow countrymen
on the island with bated breath, says
the Chicago Times-Herald. To these
Celestialg, subjects of Queen Vietoria,
the Emperor of China s not nearly so
great a man as the “opium farmer,”
and the Queen herself, compared with
“his mightiness of the drug"” s in
their eyes only a far-away sovereign,
not half so fmposing,

In order to regulate to some extent
the importation of oplum into Hong
Kong and to simplify the collection of
dutles the Britlsh Government several
years ago decided to place the whole
business in the hands of one man.
Realizing, however, the tremendous
and arbitrary power that could be
wielded by a single individual in such
a position, it was also decided that
the office should only be keld one year,
and that no person should be allowed
to keep it for more than a single term.
So it was announced that the Govern-
ment was prepared to accept bids for
the privilege.

Since that time the gelection of an
“opium farmer,” as ke is called, has
become an annual event, The highest
bid generally ranges from 600,000 to
800,000 trels, according to the pros-
pects of the poppy crop for the year
and the 2ondition of the market. The
successful applicant is duly gazetted
in his position, and he is given the as-
gistance of a fleet of a dozen swift

| Government customs vessels to pro-

tect his interests, He himself em-
ploys several junks to guard his busi-
ness against smugglers, but he must
only use these boats for the purpose
of obtaining Information. If he secures
knowledge of smuggling operations he
turns it over to the authorities, who
run the malefactors down, Nearly
every week in the year there is a

| smart skirmish between the sampans

of the smugglers from the mainland
of China, and the revenue cutters.
Pretty little battles some of them are,
too, and very useful in giving young
British middies and junior naval offi-
cers their first taste of sea fighting,

The opium farmer has the sole con-
trol of every pound of the drug brought
into Hong Kong, and he generally
makes from $£250,000 to $300,000 clear
profit in his year of office, The Gov-
ernment gets much more from him
than it could secure if it attempted to
collect the sum without the enormous
amount of trouble and the large force
of officers that would otherwise be
necesgary., The opinm farmer's sal-
arled men watch all Jncoming boats,
and as it I8 a case of Chinaman

against Chinaman very little of the
raw material gets past him,

At the end of his term of office he
gives a great dinner to Government
officinalg, newspaper men and the lead-
ing Chinese merchants of the colony.
This dinner is one of the three great
events of the Hong Kong year, The
other two are the polo champlonship
games and the sham battle bhetween
the troops in the garrison. As a mat-
ter of fact, though natural pride keeps
them from openly acknowledging it,
the white people of Hong Kong look
on this unigque dinner as by far the
mogt Interesting affair in the social
calendar,

When a Chinaman makes up his
mind to do a thing handsomely he
generally goes to the limit. The opium
armer always makes his dinner,
which is a sort of farewell to his brief
reign of Czar of the oplum smokers,

| something to be remembered by his

A «.mdul survey by e\pur[s from the |

Department of Agriculture of the hur-
ricane-swept section of Eastern Texas
shows that the farmers lost 1,000,000
bushels of corn, 300,000 bushels of rice,
2,500,000 pounds
1 of pecans, 3000 trees, and farm animals
! orth $450,000—in all an Irreparable
progerty loss representing a value of

08,000 bules of cotton, 2

$3,400,000,

The damage thus sustained
will be lightened by no percentage of
insurance and no dole of charity,
T Fexxw. as elsewhere, the tiller of the

goll takes the buffets or favors of for-

tune as they come, and trusts to benig-

A nant nature for future
i compensation,

[
‘ A correspongent of

‘ Yimes—H, Seymour

kr of the Navy League—declares that this
Is a critieal moment in the history

Great Britain,

being ghe has logt command of the sea,
For the first time since 1814, he says, a
coalition of foreign powers could dis-
pute with England the control of

X ocean highways, and
i cellance of success, The

miralty, he declares,

g o has dangerously

struction and a new
y claimant for._ sea
has arisen,

by ovder of the Executive Committee

because

Lhas not ordered
the building of enough ships, and 1t;
delayed the comple-
tlon and equipment of those lald down,
while other nations have been actively
carrylng on the work of naval con-

power—Germiny-—

white friends. Indeed, he lays aside
a large sum of money, from $20,000 to
§25,000, for the banquet, and always
reckons it as a legitimate item of ex-
pense when he figures up his bid to
the Government at the beginning of
the year,

A week before the close of his term
of office the farmer sends out his in-
vitations, These are always verbal,
delivered to the lucky recipient by a
shroff, a polite native clerk, who comes
to your door with a smile and a bow,
clad in a long blue gown reaching to
his heels, ‘and tells you that his mas-
ter desires the honor of your presence
at the Wong Tai Lo Restaurant ‘““to

' modestly sup with him from a little

| ance,

dish or two in token of your good
will.”

The invitation needs no response,
The shroff takes it for granted that
you would postpone a trip to Europe
to get to that dinnper, and he is right.
There are no vacant seats when the
ceremonies begin,

The Wong Lai Lo Restaurant, where
all these affairs are given, is the Chi-
nese Delmonico’s of Hong Kong., It
stands In the heart of the native gquar-

g | ter, a five-story frame building, elab-

orately carved, with broad balconles
laden with flowering plants and creep-
ers and the usual huge feast lanterns
swaying in the wind.

You are met at the ground floor en-
trance of the restaurant by one of the
farmer’s rvepresentatives elad in gorge-
ous silks, who glves your chair or
rickshaw coolies directions about the
time for thelr return and shows you
upstairs to the great dining room en
the third floor, ‘I'he tables, which run
in three parallel lineg down the length
of the apartment, are bare of evory-
thing except the usual silverware, \\'lill
ivory chopsticks added. The big ex-
panse of white cloth has a peculiarly
hospitable and restaurant-like appean
which, however, does not last
very long.

The walls are covered with Chlnese
flags and Unlon Jacks twined together,
and hangivg by the hupdred frow the

ceiling are
and colors encloging electric llkhtl.
About three hundred guests find seats
at places where their names are writ-
ten on pieces of pasteboard. Round
the head of the centre table are the
epony chairs of the host, the Governor
of the colony, the Chief Justice, and
gsometimes the senfor naval officer of
the port. Here and there among the
others diners are wealthy, Chinege
merchants, their costumes in startling
contrast to the colorless white Eton
mess jackets of the rest of the com-
pany.

When all are seated the oplum farm-
er enters. He comes in through an
alecove door, in a rather stagey man-
ner, and smiles at the applause that
greets him as he takes his place, A
minute later he rises to thank his
white friends for thelr presence at his
lowly board and apologizes for “the
humble character of the fare” he is
about to set before them. Everybody
knows what that means, 7Then he
turns to the back of his ehair and
strikes a gong. Dozens of swift-footed
waiters at once appear laden with
silver fce buckets filled with cham-
pagne, port, sherry, Frontinac and a
variety of native wines. A hundred
young women follow with trays of
wine glasses and tumblers and in a
few moments every guest is supplied.

Immediately the affair develops into
a feast magnificent enougd for an old
Roman banquet hall, The women, im-
ported from northern China for the oc-
casion, station themselves behind the
chairs of the guests and play stringed

gay lanterns of all desighs |

instruments, singing an almost con-
tinuous accompaniment. Flower girls
bearing sweet blossoms of the lichee
enter and twine garlands across the
tables, among chair backs, about the
flags and in the long line of lanterns.

The tables are rapidly spread with
food and a strange mixture of Oriental
and Occidental dishes it is. In addition
to roast beef, ham, chicken, turkey and
mutton, are dozens of Chinese deli-
cacies, curries of every kind, sharks’
fing, jellied eggs, pickled fish, baked
hedgeboar, spitted rice birds, drawn
pelican meat, preserves of all sorts,
mangoose, mangostines, paradise fruit
and dozens of wonderful Chinese pud-
dings.

When midnight comes and the host,
the Governor and the Chief Justice
have discreetly retired, the singing,
Jubilating and toasting begin in earn-
est, As daybreak approaches the |
faithful ricksha men who have been |
kicking their bare heels on the brick
roads for several hours, begin to think
deep bolling-oil thoughts about the
foreign devils inside who are yelling
“Annie Rooney,” “We Won't Go Home
Till Morning,” “Auld Lang Syne” and
other incantations to their gods.

Juncoed Out of IHis Seat,

“In the matter of strategy a woman
can get the better of a man every time
in minor affairs, at least,” said a man
who I8 in business downtown, and
who rides home in a West Philadel-
phia car during the rush hour every
evening. “I usually get a seat, for I
take the ecar away down at Fourth
street. The other evening 1 was busi-
ly reading my paper when a woman
got aboard at Twelfth street, 1
glanced up glyly, and saw that all the
seats were occupied, Hasty as iy
glance was she caught my eye, and
that was my finish,

“Smiling broadly, she eame over to
where I was sitting and exclalmed:
‘Why, how do you do? How are all
the folks? I oouldn[ place the wom-
an to save my life, but I lifted my
hat and replied that we were all well.
‘She must be some friend of the fam-
Iy, I argued with myself, so I folded
up my paper and gave her my seat.
After she had settled herself comforts
ably she looked up at me in a queer
sortof way and said: ‘Really, I must
beg your pardon. I took yon for Mp,
Jones., You look so much like him.'
But she had the seat, and ghe kept it,
It was a clear case of bunce,”"—I'Lhi*=,
delphia l.l'(n'(l

King Leopold as n Sallor,
King Leopold of Belgium is a good |
sallor and a thorough yachtsman, The
king remains on deck during the worst
storms, when all the other passengers,
officers of the royal houseliold and in-
vited guests seek refuge in their eab-
ins. Lately the king's yacht, the Al-
berta, had to remain twelve hours at
sea to avold the danger of a lee shore,
The sea was so bad that even some
members of the erew got sick and dis-
couraged. The king remained on deck
and cheered them up. On board his |
yacht Leopold speaks familiarly in
English with all his sailors who are
Eunglish, for he sails under the British
flag. Two footmen and a cook always
accompany the king of his crulse,

“Rotten Row,"” London,

This celebrated ride and drive Is
sald to have been originally named
“Route du Rol,"” on account of its be-
ing the favorite drive of the kings of
old, and the name “Rotten Row"” I8
merely the English corruption of the
French. However that may be, “Rot-
ten BHow” durlpg the summer months
presents such a scene as can be found
nowhere else in the world, In the
afternoon it is crowded with carriages
and cequestrians, Overlooking this
geene and most of the park stands the
Alexandra Hotel, which lLas, the last
geason, become so favorably known to
Amerieans visiting London,

A Cycle Yuneral, v

At Bari, In Calabria, the other day,
yvoung Ubaldo Sibillo came a fatal
Lheader from his bieycle, and his sor-
rowing ascoclates, says the Corriere di
Napoli, determined that there should
be a cyelist funeral, worthy one of the
best wheelmen in Southern Italy, To
the number of several hundreds, all
awheel, they cycled poor Ubalde to
the grave, and behind the coffin, like

a fallen warrior’s charger, toey trune

died the dead wan's hika

wmmvmmm
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A CUanadian's Views.

N view of the experience of the
past wet year in the matter of
roads, or rather the want of themy
I venture to suggest that this is

an opportune time to discuss matiers
soncerning the fallure of the old sys-
tem and the substitution for it of some
more efficlent method, writes I J.
Collyer, in the Farmer's Advocate, of
Canadu. For those living from fif-
teen to twenty miles from the railway,
as some of ws do, there is no other
questign concerning our business of
such moment.

The statute labor system, ccpied, I
believe, largely from thattin force la
Ontario, while it may have afforded,
in the old days, the only practicable
method of filling a mud hole or bridg:
ing a creek, has, for reasons well
known to your readers, certainly
passed its days of usefulness.

The Territorial Government, failing
to profit by our experience, a few years
ago instituted a statute labor system
there, which, while superior to ours
In several particulars, has already been
found wanting, as may be scen from
romments in the local papers, and prog
vision has even been made for the sub-
stftution of a cash system when the
majority of ratepayers in a district
usually a township, I believe) so de
sirve it )

Most of our progressive municipall:
ties have, I understand, abandoned the
old system and now collect varying
amounts of eash in lieu therepf, and
the results of the change, in some of
them at least, have been most grati
fying. For instance, the Clerk of
Birtle Municipality informs me that
i the two years during which they
wave collected $2 per quarter-section
they have done more work than they
aid in the previous fourteen under the
qld regime, and I may state that in our
own Municipality (Archie) the ad-
mitted value of the improvements
done under the old system only reaches
&ix per cent, of the nominal cost,

As to the expendituye of the cash,
when it is collected, there is a differ
ence of opinion as to the merits of the
“day labor” and ‘“contract” systems,
Some uphold the “contract” system,
considering that it is not safe and 1
am sorry to say the fear is gometimes
justified—to allow reeves and coun
cilors to hLire their neighborg; but I
have heard of digshonest practices in
awarding contracts, through only noti
fying favored parties. As far as my
experience goes (and I must admit it
is not great) the “contract” system hag
not proved a success. Owing to the
necessity of hunting scrapers, ete,, and
the frequent inexperience of the ten- |
derers, who, naturally, do not wish to ‘
lose money on the job, the prices paid
are frequently very high, $5, $6, and
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OuRr Coops ARE THE BEST .
OUR PRICE THE LOWEST

PARRY MFG (G- indenapolss,
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—==E. P. HAZLETON,—  §
SewmgMarhmesandBlcycles

CZZ>WHEELS AND MACHINES ON EASY TERMS, =)

334 Penna. Ave. S. E. WASHINGTON, D. c
’

I have also opened a Furniture Store at 332 Penna. Avenue S, E.
and carry a full line of Refrigerators, S8ide Boards, Mattings, Bed Room
and Parlor Suits, Rockers, Household Furniture and I want your trade,

E. P HAZLETON, & o 332 Penna. Ave. S. E,
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HELLMAN OIL COMPANY, Refiners Agents, 2d and K Sts., 5. ¥,

Hygenic Floor Dressing,
Oyele Luntern Oil,
Cycle Lubricating Oil,

astor Oil, Lard Ofl;, Greese.
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Our Silver Tanl Vlagom Make Deliveries at Your Door.

A L A S R 8 o S Ry,
Past Brookland through quiet Maryland

RAM’S HORN INN,

a typical road-house of ye olden time,
e pleasanter,

‘lbq

amid perfect rural scenery Hes the road to the

There is no
drive around Washington and the
distance is but five  ailes. . . ’ . .

ROBERT LAUPP, Proprietor.

swwen §8 per day for a man and team
©ing not uncommon rates of pay. On
he other hand, day labor for short

terms is frequently unsatisfactory, ns' :

aeither men nor teams are of much use
until they become acquainted with the
work, which was a frequent cause
pf failure under the old system even
when the men were willing to work;
and the tool and inspection troubles
were ever present, As a solution of
the problem, I would suggest the fol-
lowing plan, which, as far as I am
aware, is untried, but would, I think,
pvercome the difficulty without any
great outlay in initial cost: Select a |
well-principled, hard-working man as |
working foreman, with or without a |
teanm as the number of men to work

under his direetion would be sgmall |
or great, He should, preferably, have
a prior knowledge of the work, whieb |
should be previously laid out hy a

surveyor if the municipal authorities

are ineapable of doing it, and hg|
should be paid a good salary, placed

under bonds, and hired fo* as long a

geason s is considered advisable, Then

all residents desiving to work on the

roads should be requlred to give|
notice, by a given date, of the lengtl |
of time they wish to work on the roads |
and the date and locality in which

they would prefer to put in the time; |
those selected would work under the |
Yirection of the foreman, who in turn |
vould be under the general suporl
sigion of the reeve and councilor of

the ward, This plan would necessi

tate but little loss of time tln'mmh|
moving, as the townships could Dbe |
taken in rotation and the outfit would

only need to be moved when the mon l
¢y allotted had  been expended |
It would probably effect a saving ie |
wages, us cost of living would be less |
If a caboose was provided, whieh |
besides affording accommodation fot |

the men, would also contain small | antce hond with uc:;; ‘3.&’ ARt b 38 2o i Al o
2 " " o oun n with order we
tools, horse feed, ete. As regards ' : L FRE by Sos nuine Burdick 10,000 mile barrel ll)?mrn eyclo-
stonework for culverts, ete., it would | A A meter; ora hi h @ floor pump, Your money ull back if you are not.

perhaps be advisable to
fdone by a qualified stone mason, as the
dry stone walls and poplar stringers
%0 frequently built last but a shorf
Yime, and frequently fall shortly after
erection, through unskilled workman
ship, As cement is now procurable af
%3 per barrel, and even less In quanti
ties, it would, I think, be advisabls tc¢
fiave all walls over two feet in height
laid In cement mortar, with flanking
walls, at least on the upper side, tc
orevent the earth being washed cul
ehind the stonework.

A Conslderate \an.

“The most considerate wife T ever
aeard of,” said the Cornfed Plhiflosoph
er, “was a woman who used to date
all her letters a week or so anhead, te
allow her husband time to mail them,”
»Indianapolis P'ress,

The Girl to Frene On To.
Whenever you see a girl at a party
that none of the .nen are talking to
sou can generally bet ghe knows how
to bake gooud bread.—New York Press

have thal \

Ora Pleasant Time take Columbia
Cars Direct to

HOTEL BENNING.

Refreshments of all kinds at Moderate
Prices, Everything First Class.

Gentlemen's Suits cleane&
and pressed for $1 00!!!
Make 'em look like new,

Altering and Repa—i:i;JTDone in First-clans
Goods callza for and delivered.

Suits
for
$1.00. |

HAHN'S ™22

MONTROSE BICYCLESETFREE

roval to your address OUT A CENT IN ADVA'DE.
‘E D us lhw whether you wish lad lor
m\'u color, hel‘g t of frame nn ear wanted and WE Al
'l‘l WHEEL C, O. D. on approval, allowing uncnw and ex-
amine it fully beforo you accept 1t B30 u not all and more than we
claim for it, and a better wheel than you onwﬁet for ‘ny where neu the
price from .ily one'olue, refuse it and we will pay
ourselves. MONTROSE" Bloycle év
at our Special Agent's sample prlce of
18 the greatost bargain ina hlcyole ever ofiered, We gu
to any 840 wheel on the market, and you need not mepc lt nor n ee
i you do not find 1t as we represent. We are EXOLUSIVE J‘J -
MANUFACTURERS take this method nf q ulckg 1Mrod|min
Owr 19000 M1 Thln offer of a sample w ue at this low price
made tosocure 8 RIDER ﬂa T in each town to represent us
and take orders, ()m «nu make monoy fast.
. cl I ATloi‘ Frame, 12, 24 orm..cm Indies, 22 inch. Rest
M SPE I' # Shelby sonmlew tubing with (orsed CONNBO-
tlong, flush joints, § ) ved expander device to fasten soat post and
handle bar; Toyal Arc a owny the colebrated Mavis lmhsnndr (e P—
Bl the easlost running knowny Record “A” tires, the best and one of the
most expensive tires on the market, The genuine &4 Mesinger lly.h--ln
saddle; pedels, tools amd accvssories the best obtainable, l».n
ack, maroon or coach green hlnhrLﬂlm-h»d and ornamented | npoujuj
ﬂnixhed nickeling on all bright pe We thoroughly test every plece
{ of materinl that goes into this machine, Our binding year's gusrs

wrfectly satistded

E '"EH.S We do not manufacture the cheap depart.

c" ‘ ® ment store kind of wheels, such as lmun{ new
conecsrns and big supply houses advertise and sell as m&h grade, We can furnish them,
however, at# to #7 stripped ; or #9.75 to 812,60 complete. ¢ do not guarantee nor recom-
mend them. BE FJ)R ORDERING o hlcvvlu of any one elx‘zh::lmt‘tmr mm or how
cheap, write us an |\~; us tell you how much we ean sive yop on me machine,
i yn‘u ur"t‘ f a wheel we can agsist you to EARN A BIOYOLE by dis-

are

grn,mlng nn(nlnmma forusa few days. Weoneed one person
in ench town for this purpose, We Imw wc\ (\ml h\mdrml SECOND HAND WHEELS taken in trade which we
will close onut at &8 Lo #10 cach; also some shopworn snmples an W models very cheap, Send for Bargain List,
OUR RELIABILITY is unquestioned, Wae refer to any bank or business house in Chicago, or any express or
rallrond o ‘,., wany. We will gend you letters of reference direct from the largest banks in Chicago if you wish lut.i

SEHD UH ORDER L24iain vert oo b3 Ghve natao of shis paper,

. MEAD CY m.z COMPANY, onicago, .

"WILLIAM THOMAS,
Groceries, Provisions, Flour and Feed.

Fresh Meats a _Speoialty. :
2 Cor, Flint St., and Brightwood Ave., Washington, D,C. ‘

ROBERT M. COATS, um.ger. IRVING H. MANN, Solicitor.




